unknown in centuries of athletic
tness.

“It is truly the most beautiful
day in the history of French sport,”
Frinch' President Jacques Chirac
said.

It might have been beautiful in
the end. But winning a chance to
prevent Brazil from extending its
record of four championships in
the final Sunday wasn't easy, and
France had to play the last 16 min-
utes a man short after defender
Laurent Blanc was ejected for
pushing an opponent in the face.
He'll miss the final with an auto-
matic suspension.

Croatia, a nation just eight years
old and playing in its first World
'‘Cup, took the lead 26 seconds after
halftime on Daver Suker's goal,

“They ecaught us dead cold,"
French captain Didier Deschamps
said.

That quieted the crowd and

AU, ey Wil gleiilly WU LE,
Slaven Bilic gaid. “The players, the
fans. They had played two matches
of 120 minutes each. They looked
tired."

But Thuram reversed that with
his first goals in 37 games for the
national team.,

**This is [abulous, I don't even
score during training,” Thuram
said. “It was 200 percent luck. 1
am not a hero because I scored the
goals. To be a hero — that's left for
the final."

The final was not assured until
goalie Fabien Barthez tipped a
last-gasp shot over the crossbar
with less than 30 seconds remain-
ing.

“1 don't think we had a wonder-
ful game tonight, but we played
our hearts out and that made a dif-
ference,” French coach Aime Jae-
quet said. “"Croatia played a very
strong game and it was hard to
maove their defense around.”

France’s Lilian 'lhurm"u, left, pushes off Croatla's Goran Viaovic be-
fore scoring his team's first goal in a World Cup semifinal match.

The World Cup was the brain-
child of Jules Rimet, a French

. sports official in the Roaring "20s.

ance played in the first one, and
nine- others since. Three times pre-
viously it made the final four. Nev-
er did it win.

But now it will return to the
Stade de France on Sunday night to
play for the title against Brazil,
which beat the Netherlands in a
ghootoul Tuesday in Marseille.

It will be the first time the de-
fending champion and the host na-
tion meet for the championship.

Jacquet, who has been criticized
for a lackluster attack despite the
team's success, said the champion-
ship “'will be a wonder{ul game, a
festival of football. Brazil is the de-

fending champion and the best
team in the world."”

France has been the tourna-
ment's chameleon, scoring bushels
of goals in the first few games,
then hiding among the rocks. It had
just one goal, a sudden-death win-

ner by Blanc against Paraguay, in’

the second round and quarterfinals,
and needed a shootout to beat Ita-.
ly. This one was a shootout, too, but
it never made it to overtime or the
penalty kick.

Suker broke (ree and put the ball
past the bald-headed Barthez just
26 seconds into the second half. It
was only Lhe second goal France
has allowed and the first in the run
of play. The other was a penalty
kick by Denmark in the first round.

Osmon takes his stand Tuesday

By Todd Phipers
Danver Post Sports Columnist

Defending champion Jay Osmon of Alamo--

_GOLF NOTES

# MORE GOLF: The Post's golf page./12D

" Associated Pross.

sa's Great Sand Dunes G.C. heads the field for
the Colorade Golf Assoclation's Match Play
Championship starting with a stroke-play quali-
fying round Monday at Bear Creek G.C.

. Osmon, exempt from qualifying, will be
joined by the low 63 players in Monday's action,
with match play starting Tuesday and continu-
ing through the 36-hole champlonship on July
19. J.D. Manning, last year's runnerup from
Collindale G.C., has turned professional and
isn't eligible.

Family affair

Unigue formats will be used in the CGA's
1998 Father-Son Championship being played
Saturday and Sunday at Fort Morgan G.C.

On Saturday, the competition will be “Chap-
man'" stroke play, meaning that both partners
tee off, each plays a second stroke with their
pactnér's ball, and then the team must decide
which ball to play out, alternating shgfs. Sun-
day's play. will ba Scotch foursomes, the alter-
nate-shot format utilized during the Ryder Cup.

Silver anniversary celebrants

Aurora's Springhill G.C. marks its 25th year
of dperation with a week-long schedule of
events beginning Sunday, including a drawing

a gift certificate for 25 buckets of range balls at
the course. .

The drawing will be held at 4 p.m. on Satur- -

day, July 18, in conjunction with other anniver-
gary activities at the course. For more informa-
tion, phone 739-6854.

Charity event

The Quacker Classic, a benpefit tournament
for Ducks Unlimited, will be held Saturday,
Aug. B, at Legacy Ridge G.C. Cost is $125 per
player, including golf, dinner and an auction.
For information, phone Matt Rivera at
693-1550, ext..211.

Deadlines approaching

Entries for two state championships and a
USGA sectional qualifier are approaching:

B Tuesday is the deadline to enter the CGA
Four Ball Championship, to be held July 28-30
at Kennedy G.C. The field is limited to 80
teams, 40 in the open division and another 40 in
the senior division.

B Entries must be in Wednesday for the U.S,
Amateur Sectional Qualifying Tournament,
Aug: 10 at Green Gables C.C.

B July 20 is when entries close for this year's
CGA Stroke Play Championship, to be played

—to win @ set of Spalding Eclipse irons and—Aug 13-16-at Ute Creek G.C. in Longmont.
woods, a round of golf for four at Springhill and  Qualifying rounds will be held Aug. 1 at Fair-

Golden Bear’s major run

way Pines G.C. in Ridgway and Aug. 3 at
Thernereek G.C. or Hollydot G.C.

Information and entry forms are available
for all evenls are available on the CGA's web
site, www.golfhousecolorado.org, or by phoning
the CGA at 778-4653.

Inside the leather

The field of 86 golfers has been filled for the
MNorwest Colorado Women's Open July 21-22 at
Valley C.C., including defending champion Lan-
ny Whiteside of Woodland Park ... Brooks
MNewsom of Portland, Ore,, defeated hometown
high-school -senior Ray Rodriguez by two
strokes to win the recent Fort Morgan Invita-
tional . .. None of the Colorado Section PGA

~ qualifiers earned spots in this year's PGA

Championship during the recent Club Profes-
sional Championship at Pinehurst, N.C. Local
entrants were Ken Krieger of Cheyenne C.C.,
Stacey Hart of Los Verdes G.C., and Mike Zar-
emba and Larry Webb, both of Walking Stick
G.C.. . . Kelly Jaques shot a 43 Lo win the girls'
division of the CJGA 11-13 tour event this week
‘at Evergreen G.C., with Pete Schwindt and
Adam Daveline both shooting 37 in the boys’
competition . . . Colorado State has received a
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NICKLAUS,/Majors

A look at Jack Micklaus' parfor-

" W High score: 81 (first round, 1970;

unlikely to be matched

MICKLAUS from Page 10

“['think he can still win the Brit-

- ish- Open, honest to God, I do.”

African Simon Hobday said.

“He jgets his dander up, you know

he can still' do it."

Nicklaus said he planned to end

the- streak in April after his 40th

- cofsecutive Masters, where he

cried when Augusta National hon-

ored: him with a plaque as its most
decorated champion.

on the weekend.

“On the one hand, it was a great
streak, probably never to be dupli-
cated,” PGA Tour commissioner
Tim Finchem said. "On the other
hand, I think there is a lot of years
of quality competitive golf:left in
Jack Nicklaus for all of us to enjoy,
and I wish:him well as he chooses

Nicklaus' performance in the
four majors set a standard for
Vears to come.

mance in the four professional ma-
jors. Nicklaus, who will not play in
the British Open, has started a re-
cord 146 consecutive méjors, His
"f‘lﬁ! year on the PGA Tour was
1 b ; ]

sacond round, ‘05, ;
W Motable: Only player to win LS.
Opan in three decades. -

ERITISH OPIN
B Tournamenis: 36 (1962-57)
B Wins: 3 (1966, ‘70, 'TE).
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MASTERS B Runnerup: 7. :
N Tournamenis: 40 (1558-98) B Top 3 13,
Ve 6 (1963, '65, '66, T2, ‘75,  m'Cuts made:32.
: . L B Aounds: 136.
_ :5::;':‘;“‘- ; B Rounds underper 61.
...cm made: 38, M First year: Tiedfor34th, - ]
B Rounde:$53— B Lost year; Tied for 60th.
‘M Low score: 65 (fourth' round.
::mﬁ:ﬂdﬂgﬂ?‘;ﬂ S0 AR Mo (oD, L - LA
19-year-old amateur, B High score: 83 (first rouhd, 1381},

B Matablas uring a1 5-vaar iraich |
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